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Great Chr istmas Sailing Gift Ideas 

$100 discount on any course and we will include a free Try 
Sailing Gift voucher  -  Save $100 off any theory or practical course 
and we will include a Try Sailing gift voucher to give to a friend 
(value $99). Dates can be left open for up to 12 months 
 
Purchase a Try Sailing Gift Voucher  – 2 for  1 for  just $99 (three 
hour sailing lesson on Sydney Harbour) 
 
Book a course in December  - We will be giving away 10 private 
lessons (value $330 each) for Christmas to 10 students that have 
booked a course during our December Christmas special period.  
 
 
 



 Sailing Gossip 

·   A beautiful wedding was held last night at the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron, where Neville and Janie were 
married in front of 150 friends and family. Janie has 
competed in Gosford and at the J24 World championships 
on our J24 Starpac.  Congratulations and many happy days.  

·  Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race - Good luck to Ian and his 
crew, Ian our Chief Instructor is skippering the yacht, 
 ‘Next’  a Sydney 38 with a crew from the school of ex 
students and staff.  

·  Go to the link ‘Rolex Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race’  on the 
right side of our home page to follow the action. We wish all 
of our ex students well racing in the Sydney Hobart.   

·  Keep an eye on Wild Oats for line honours and Loki with ex 
student and Skipper Steven Ainsworth, my bet for the 
handicap winner.   

·  Our Theory and very social evenings:  
o Keelboat Set Sail Theory - 8 December 2009 and 19 

January 2010  
o Keelboat Skipper Theory - 23 February 2010 and 27 

April 2010  
o Keelboat Spinnaker Theory - 30 March 2010  

·  New Powerboat Drivers License Course PDL. Book now on 
a 3 x 2 hour practical course with small groups of 3.  The 
course is on our 5.3 m centre consul Naiad rigid inflatable.  

·  New Sponsor - Lapstone Hotel - Thank you again for your 
sponsorship of the J24 Nationals. Please go to ‘About us’  in 
the menu and support our sponsors.  

·  We now have comment section at the bottom of each blog. 
We would be grateful to get your response.   

·  Congratulate to all the RYA YA Day Skipper and Coastal 
Skipper graduates this last year. Everyone completed the 
course and gained another step toward their International 
qualifications.  

·  Spinnaker sponsor wanted – Great opportunity to promote 
your company logo for 12 months on three new spinnakers.  

·  Congratulations to these people who have decided to work 
less and sail more. Paul and Geoff on their purchase of a 45’  
Cat, another couple have purchased a 20m wooden classic 
sailing boat in Europe and Chris and Fiona are building a 
yacht in New Zealand.  

·  Congratulations to Tony Dillon who just became an RYA 
Examiner, and to Gunnar Tuisk who is now a qualified RYA 
Yachtmaster Instructor and can teach theory and Coastal 
Skipper/Yachtmaster.  



 J24 Racing and Social Events 

RANSA hosted the J24 NSW State Titles, with 16 entries, including 
5 Interstate teams.  Sean skippered Starpac with a student crew of 
Elizabeth, Tim, Pantelis and Wai on foredeck. Hank skippered Black 
Jack with a staff (works team) of Jack, Paula, Terry & Celia. Best 
result was in the last race with Terry at the helm, how about that? 
 
A great weekend with 6 races and a fantastic crew dinner with a pig 
on the spit at RANSA on Saturday night.  
 
We will be taking Starpac to Melbourne to race in the J24 National 
Championships at Sandringham Yacht Club 2-8 January.  If you are 
keen to join the team, and have completed Spinnaker course, let us 
know so we can start training well in advance to ensure a well 
prepared team, with Sean at the helm.  

 RYA YA Courses 

RYA YA Basic Navigation & Safety is the first step of your 
international qualifications, which runs over 16 hours. RYA Start 
Yachting and Competent Crew practical courses are available to 
those wishing to learn to sail on bigger boats. 

The RYA YA Day Skipper and RYA YA Coastal Skipper theory 
courses run over 45 hours each and the schedules for 2010 are all 
listed.  These courses are vital for the serious sailor wishing to get 
qualifications and for those planning offshore passages and night 
sailing.  These courses are each followed by a 5 day practical course. 
Detailed information on all our RYA YA courses can be found at: 
http://www.pacificsailingschool.com.au/17344.htm 

 Twilights and Saturday Racing 

Gunnar is at the helm of Cadenza, out Farr 50 for the Friday twilight 
Series hosted by RANSA and you can join in after doing just the 
Keelboat Set Sail course.  Relaxed racing followed by Friday night 
drinks by the water at RANSA is a good way for you to meet fellow 
sailors and begin a lifelong love with harbour racing. 

For Spinnaker graduates keen to start racing, we have Black Jack 
entered into the Monday night twilight series with Hank skippering.  
We still have spaces, and you can book a one off race, or take 
advantage of the special offer to buy 5 races and get 1 free and pick 
the dates that suit you between now and March.   

Hank is skippering Black Jack in the Saturday race series hosted by 
MHYC. A full day of racing will really hone your spinnaker skills if 



you are keen to join in for a series of races, or even just a one off so 
you can see what J24 racing is all about.  We race in a division of 
other J24’s and the cold beer at the end of the day is always well 
earned! 

 Boats, New Sailpac &  New Instructors 

We are looking to add an addition yacht to the school. It needs to be 
around 12 to 14 metres for our RYA YA offshore training program. 
A great way to defer some costs and get your yacht managed. Please 
give Terry a call if your in the market for a yacht. 

An ex student is selling his Hood 23 to buy a bigger boat. The yacht 
is in excellent condition and a very good buy at $9,000 ono. Call the 
school for pictures and the owners contact details.  

PSS said goodbye to Sailpac 113 this week, after it being a school 
boat for 20 odd years. Sailpac was a former State Championship 
winner and the boat favored by ex-student and singer John Denver 
during his time with the school.  Sailpac is being replaced by a 
newer J24 and will be called Sailpac.  

Other J24s are for sale and now is a perfect time to purchase a J24 at 
the right price. Contact Terry at the school.  

We welcome new Instructors Tom, Peter and Jack.  You’ ll come 
across these great guys on your Keelboat Set Sail and Keelboat 
Skipper lessons. 

Jack is an RYA Yachtmaster and club racing coach and has been 
working in the UK at Cransley Sailing Club.  He has sailed on 
yachts from 8 – 78 ft and is racing to Hobart.  

Tom is French Canadian and has a background in dinghy racing and 
instructing and has sailed in England, France, Canada and Australia 
on a variety of vessels. 

Peter has played in power boats since he was ten and was introduced 
to sailing when he moved to Sydney 20 years ago. He has been 
racing back to back seasons on the harbour since and decided to 
become an Instructor after teaching children to sail in the Scouts.  
Peter loves sailing on any boat but his favorite is an 1897 45 foot 
William Fyfe design. 

Ali our beautiful female Instructor is teaching regularly - great to 
have her back and we hope to see you on the water heaps. 



New Caledonia Sailing Holiday 

Do you speak French, eat lobster and drink French wine and need a 
holiday?  We have a social regatta two and a half hours from Sydney 
and would love you to experience the ambiance and incredible 
beauty of the islands of Noumea. It’s late in 2010 and we need to put 
this in our diary now.  To qualify you must have been a student with 
us, be able to say ‘we’  and love sunshine and fine wine. 

http://www.pacificsailingschool.com.au/15876.htm 

 

Our Harbour  

Our little injured Antarctic Fur Seal which has spent the last couple 
of months in Elizabeth Bay and taking up residence on the back of 
Cadenza has finally left us. We nicknamed him Flipper after a shark 
bite wound to his flipper and he took refuge in the bay to recover.  
We assume he regained sufficient good health to head back out to 
sea and continue a long and happy life, but it’s a nice reminder of 
how alive with marine animals our wonderful harbour is! 

In over 32 years of sailing Terry has never sighted a shark in Sydney 
harbour. That all changed recently when a 2m Blue Shark was 
sighted within 2m of our office at high tide one morning 
recently. Blue sharks live right across the globe, except for 
Antarctica, they are the most heavily fished shark in the world, and 
are considered dangerous to humans.  Blue Sharks can grow to 3.8 
m and their skin is hunted for leather. 

Two Little Penguins were also sighted right outside of our office, 
and are a regular sight for students on their lessons.  An oil spill in 
Gore Bay in 1999 led to a decline in penguin sightings but in recent 
years we have seen many more – a sure sign the harbour is sparkling 
clean.  

Link to our  Calendar of sailing Options  

To check out your sailing options below or go to this Calendar 
page.  
 
http://www.pacificsailingschool.com.au/15815.htm 
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Safe Sailing 
And we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

We hope see you on the water soon! 
Terry, Carla, Ben, Paula, John & Ian 

And the best team of Instructors in town! 
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